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CHURCH 101
© New Beginnings Christian Fellowship 2010

Session One: Our Vision and Statements

Our Vision at New Beginnings…..
 “To teach the overcoming Christian Life in the fullness of the Holy Spirit with an 
emphasis on the Great Commission at every level of our church.”

 

I. Our Purpose Statement
A. Why we exist as a church

The purpose of our church is summarized in a single sentence based on 
two key scriptures.

We believe a great ____________________

To the great _______________________

And the great _____________________

Will grow a great __________________!

The Great Commandment:

“Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and the greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commands.”

Matt. 22:36-40 (NIV)

The Great Commission:

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you…”        Matt. 28:19-20

To “Love God with all your heart” is __________________.

To “Love your neighbor as yourself” is _____________________.

To “Go..make disciples” is _____________________.

To “Teach them…everything” is ___________________.
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New Beginnings Christian Fellowship exists:

To __________________ God’s Presence (worship)

To __________________ God’s Word (evangelism)

To __________________ God’s People (discipleship)

To __________________ God’s Love (ministry)

1. We exist to celebrate God’s Presence – Worship

a. Worship is _____________________________________________.

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only”.
Matt. 4:10 (NIV)

“…the Father seeks worshipers…and His worshipers must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth.”                             John 4:23-24 (NIV)

b. Expressions of worship:

1. ________________________ -Eph. 5:19

2. ________________________ -Rom. 12:1-2

3. ________________________ -Ps. 95:6

4. ________________________ -John 17:17

5. ________________________ -1Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7

6. ________________________ -Ps. 19:14

c. NBCF Worship Style

1. ________________________ -Ps. 122:1

2. ________________________ -Is. 40:31

3. ________________________ -Eph. 4:11-13
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2. We exist to communicate God’s Word – Evangelism

a. Evangelism is ____________ ________ _________ __________ 
________ ___________ _____________.

“His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known…”                                    Eph. 3:10 (NIV)

“Anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. But how 
shall they ask Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how 
can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? And how 
can they hear about Him unless someone tells them?”

   Rom.10:13-14(LB)

b. Why our church must never ______________ _____________.

1. Because _____________ _____________ _______________.

“He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.”                                               2 Peter 3:9b (NIV)

Luke 5:3-10, Matthew 9:12-13

2. Because __________ __________ _____ _____ _____________ 
_______.

“Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that  
my house will be full.”                                                 Luke 14:23 (NIV)

“…you will be my witnesses.....”                                      Acts 1:8 (NIV)

3. Because _____________ _________ __________ _____________.

“Under Christ’s control, the whole Body is nourished…and it grows 
as God wants it to grow.”     Col. 2:19 (GN)

(Jesus) “I will build My Church.”       Matt. 16:18 (NIV)

We believe our church must grow _________________ and
_______________ at the same time.
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3. We exist to educate God’s People – Discipleship

a. Discipleship is __________________ ____________________ 
_________________ ______________________.

“Let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to 
maturity…”                                                            Heb. 6:1 (NIV)

“Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 3:18 (NIV)

“(God has given)…some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s 
people for works of ministry, so that the Body of Christ may be built up 
until we all…become mature…like Christ.”            Eph. 4:11-13 (NIV)

b. Some of the ways New Beginnings educates people:

_________________________    _________________________

_________________________    _________________________

_________________________    _________________________

4. We exist to demonstrate God’s Love – Ministry

a. Ministry is _______________ ______________ ________ ________.

“By this shall all men know that you are my disciples – that you have 
love for one another.”                                                  John 13:35 (NIV)

Matthew 9:12-13; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:16; I John 3:16-17

What were some of your first impressions of New Beginnings?
Were love and fellowship evident to you?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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b. At New Beginnings Christian Fellowship:

Every member is a ____________________.

Every task is _________________________.

Every member is a “10” in _______________ _____________.

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are 
different kinds of service (ministry), but the same Lord. Now you are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”

1 Cor. 12:4-5, 27 (NIV)

c. The heartbeat of NBCF is _____________ __________. Every member 
needs to be a part of one.

II. Our Statement of Faith – The Essentials we believe:
 1. In the verbal inspiration of the Bible.
2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghost.
3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father, conceived of the Holy 

Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified, buried, and 
raised from the dead. That He ascended to heaven and is today at the right hand 
of the Father as the Intercessor.

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that repentance is 
commanded of God for all and necessary for forgiveness of sins.

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth are wrought by faith in the 
blood of Jesus Christ.

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through faith in the blood of 
Christ; through the Word, and by the Holy Ghost.

7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people.
8. In the baptism with the Holy Ghost subsequent to a clean heart.
9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance and that it is the 

initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
10. In water baptism by immersion and all who repent should be baptized in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement.
12. In the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saints’ feet.
13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to resurrect the righteous 

dead and to catch away the living saints to him in the air. Second, to reign on 
the earth a thousand years.

14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the righteous, and eternal punishment 
for the wicked.
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III. Our Practical Commitments

Practical commitments speak of the working-out of our faith in our daily lives. This 
is the “fleshing-out” of our faith and becoming doers of the Word. (Jas. 1:22)

1. Spiritual Example

We will demonstrate our commitment to Christ through our practice of the 
spiritual disciplines; we will demonstrate our commitment to the Body of Christ 
through our loyalty to God and commitment to his church; and we will 
demonstrate our commitments to the work of Christ through our being good 
stewards.

A. Practice of Spiritual Disciplines

1. Spiritual disciplines involve such practices as prayer, praise, worship, 
confession, fasting, meditation, and study. Through private and public 
worship we bless God, have communion with Him, and are provided daily 
with spiritual enrichment and growth in grace.

B. Loyalty to God and Commitment to the Church

1. The life of Christian discipleship calls for the fulfillment of our duties to 
the body of Christ. This includes meeting regularly with other believers for 
worshipping God and hearing and studying His Word.

2. This also includes providing for the financial needs of the church by 
giving of tithes and offerings.

3. It is also our duty to respect and submit to those whom the Lord has 
placed over us in the Church.

4. Finally, we are to avoid oath bound societies that require an allegiance 
that supersedes or excludes their fellowship in Christ.

2. Moral Purity

We will engage in those activities which glorify God in our body and avoid the 
fulfillment of the lust of the flesh. We will read, watch, and listen to those things 
which are of positive benefit to our spiritual well being.
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3. Personal Integrity

We will live in a manner that inspires trust and confidence, bearing the fruit of 
the Spirit, and seeking to manifest the character of Christ in all our behavior.

A. Personal integrity includes being a person of trust and honesty, manifesting 
the fruit of the spirit, and reflecting the character of Christ. Love for others 
is the hallmark of the Christ-life.

4. Family Responsibility

We will give priority to fulfilling family responsibilities, to preserving the 
sanctity of marriage, and to maintaining divine order in the home.

A. The family is the basic unit of human relationships and is foundational to 
both society and the church. Marriage is ordained of God and is to be seen 
as a lifelong commitment excepting for Biblical grounds for divorce. God 
has established divine order in the home and has given different 
responsibilities for husbands and wives.

5. Behavioral Temperance

We will practice temperance in behavior and will abstain from activities and 
attitudes which are offensive to our fellowman or which lead to addiction or 
enslavement.

A. Temperance or self control should be evident in the fruit of the Spirit, non-
offensive behavior, and freedom from the domination of negative forces. 
Believers should abstain from the use of alcohol and other habit forming or 
mood-altering substances including tobacco and marijuana.

6. Modest Appearance

We will demonstrate the scriptural principle of modesty by appearing and 
dressing in a manner that will enhance our Christian testimony and will avoid 
pride, elaborateness, or sensuality.

A. Modesty is an inner spiritual grace that recoils from anything unseemly and 
impure, is chaste in thought and conduct, and is free of crudeness and 
indecency in dress and behavior. Our life and character, and self-image are 
reflected by our apparel and mode of dress. We should be well-dressed and 
groomed, but should avoid dressing in a manner that encourages immoral 
thoughts, attitudes, and lifestyles.
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7. Social Obligations

It should be our objective to fulfill our obligations to society by being good 
citizens, by correcting social injustices, and by protecting the sanctity of life.

A. We fulfill our social responsibilities by being good citizens by correcting 
social injustices and caring for the neglected, hungry, homeless, and those 
victimized by prejudice, persecution, and oppression. Finally, we stand for 
the sanctity of life. God alone confers life and God alone must decide when 
it is to be ended. The rights of the unborn, the aged, the mentally 
incompetent, and the terminally ill must be protected.

B. Furthermore we believe it is our Christian responsibility to care for the earth 
and its resources.
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Session Two: Our Structure

“For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace…Everything should be done in a 
fitting and orderly way.”                                                                      1 Cor. 14:33, 40

HOW OUR CHURCH IS STRUCTURED

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH DETERMINES ITS STRUCTURE

1. The Church is a ________________________________.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship…”
Acts 2:42

A top priority in a fellowship is _____________ and _______________.

“Make very effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Eph.4:3

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification.”                                                                                                 Rom. 14:19

ANY attitude that causes disunity is ____________.

Colossians 2:2; 3:13-14, 15; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 14:33; 2 Timothy 2:14,23; Proverbs 
17:14; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 1:27; 2:1-3; 4:2; 1 Peter 3:8; John 13:34-35; 
Romans 12:16-18; 15:5-6; Psalm 133:1

IMPLICATION: A good structure ________________ ______________ and 
_______________ _____________________.

“(Often)…your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you 
come together as a church, there are divisions among you…”            1 Cor. 11:17-18

“Voting” tends to _____________ ____________________.

At New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, we vote on _____________ ___________
___________ and _______________ _____________ _______________ 
__________________.

New Beginnings Christian Fellowship                                                                                9



Church 101

2. The Church is a __________________.

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and humble.”            1 Peter 3:8

Galatians 6:10; Hebrews 2:10-12; 1 Peter 4:17

We operate on the basis of ___________________, not _______________.

“Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father.  
Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as 
sisters, with absolute purity.”  1 Tim. 
5:1-2

“(A pastor) must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him 
with proper respect. If anyone does not know how to manage his family, how can he 
take care of God’s church?”   1 Tim. 
3:4-5

What are some characteristics of a healthy family that you think should be integrated 
into a church structure?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. The Church is a ___________________.

1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 2:19

We are a ________________, not a ___________________!

We are an _________________, not an ________________________!

That’s why we function on the basis of _______________ ____________, not 
__________________ _______________.

“Just as each of us has one body, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others. We each have different gifts according to the grace given us.”

     Romans 12:4-6

In an organization ________________ becomes the focus. But in the organism 
________________ is the focus.
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At New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, we have a simple structure so we can 
maximize _________________ and minimize _____________________.

“God gave…some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” Eph. 4:11-12

What are some characteristics of a healthy body that you think should be integrated 
into a church structure?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

So, at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, our goal is that…

The members are the ______________________ and

The pastors are the ________________________.

Currently, there are ______________ different ministries in our church begun and 
operated by ____________ _____________ __________________.

4. The Church is a _____________________.

(Jesus’ favorite description of the Church)
John 10:10; Matthew 25:33; 26:31

Therefore, it is cared for and led by _________________.

“Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you really love me?’ ‘Yes Lord’, said Peter. ‘Then 
feed my sheep.’”             John 21:16-17

“To the elders I say…Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as overseers..”1Pet.5:1-2

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived he said to 
them…Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be pastors of the church of God.”                                    Acts 10:17-18, 28

Titus 1:5-7; 1 Timothy 5:17

What are some characteristics in a shepherd and his flock that you think should be a 
part of our church structure?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

New Beginnings Christian Fellowship 
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THE OPERATION OF NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

1. Relationship of Local Church to General Assembly
The Church of God has a centralized form of church government. The local churches 
are the results of the faithful services of the ministers and representatives of the 
General Assembly, and these churches are part of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Church of God is that organized body with full power 
and authority to designate the teaching, government, principles and practices of all 
the local churches composing said Assembly. Because of our form of government 
the right of any local church as a whole to withdraw from the General Assembly is 
not recognized and does not exist.

The General Assembly governs the operation of the Church of God at all structural 
levels: international, national, state, district, and local. The General Assembly has 
vested in the office of the State Overseer authority over all local churches. Local 
churches when they have been accepted into the Church of God are therefore bound 
by the decisions of the General Assembly in matters of doctrine, teaching, and 
policy.

2. The Role of the Pastor
The Pastor in our form of government is appointed by the State Overseer. The State 
Overseer shall appoint the Pastor subsequent to consultation with the District 
Overseer, and after having given members of the local church an opportunity to 
express themselves regarding their desire for the Pastor of their choice.

The Pastor in our form of government is allowed to lead and is given authority to 
lead. He is accountable to the District Overseer as well as the State Overseer. The 
Pastor’s Council serves as an advisory board and gives important insight and 
counsel. According to the minutes the council under the direction of the pastor shall 
approve the disbursement of church funds. Major financial matters like building a 
new sanctuary or relocating must be approved by all the members of the local 
church.

3. The Role of Pastor’s Council
The Pastor’s Council under the direction of the Pastor approves the disbursement of 
church funds. The Pastor’s council works in harmony with the Pastor to also assist in 
the spiritual well-being of the church, and to provide for the maintaining of church 
facilities. Pastor’s council members are elected by the Church membership in a 
called conference and are elected to serve for 2 year terms. The Pastor serves as the 
chairman of Pastor’s council meetings. When it is time for council positions to be 
filled, the existing council assists the Pastor in nominating prospective council 
members to the church membership for election. Council members must meet 
qualifications as outlined in Minutes of the Church of God.
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4. Church Clerk/Accountant

The church clerk is elected every two years by the church membership and is 
responsible for recording tithes and offerings, quarterly reports, maintaining accurate 
records, sending in monthly reports and assisting the Pastor in disbursement of 
church funds.

5. The Regional Overseer

Our Regional Overseer is Dan Moore who also pastors Living Waters Church of 
God in Fountain Valley. He assists the State Overseer in insuring the State Programs 
are carried out in each local church and in the appointment of Pastors when needed.

6. The State Overseer

Our State Overseer is Administrative Bishop Dr. Stephen P. Darnell who is over all 
our churches in California/Nevada. As State Overseer he functions as Bishop and 
oversees the Churches in his jurisdiction. His office is in Fresno and he works with 
the State Youth Director and State Evangelism Director for the well-being of the 
Churches in our area. Local church Pastors receive their Pastoral appointment 
through his office.

OUR DENOMINATION

Our denomination is Evangelical in its commitment and Pentecostal and Charismatic in 
practice. Presently there are over 5000 churches in the United States and over 10,000 
outside of the United States. Our organization is a charter member of the National 
Association of Evangelicals and also active in the Pentecostal Fellowship of North 
America. In addition, we are also a member of the World Pentecostal Fellowship. We 
have over 3 million members world-wide and churches in over 114 countries.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A MEMBER

The difference between “attenders” and “members” can be summed up in one word: 
_______________________

At New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, we recognize the need for a formal 
membership. We ask you to commit to membership for 4 reasons:

1. A ________________ Reason: Christ is committed to the _____________.

“Christ loved the church, and gave His life for it.”                               Eph. 5:25

New Beginnings Christian Fellowship 
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2. A ________________ Reason: It is an _________________ to our society.

We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything: a job, a 
marriage, our country. This attitude has even produced a generation of “church 
shoppers and hoppers.” Membership swims against the current of America’s 
“consumer religion”. It is an unselfish decision. Commitment always builds 
_______________________.

3. A ________________ Reason: It defines who can be _______________ ________.

Every team must have a _________________.

Every school must have an __________________.

Every business has a _____________________.

Every army has an ___________________.

Even a country takes a ________________.

Membership identifies our _____________________.

4. A _________________Reason: It produces ___________________ ___________.

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be 
accountable to each other for spiritual growth. You cannot be accountable when 
you’re not committed to any specific family.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF ME AS A MEMBER?

At New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, we never ask our members to do more than the 
Bible clearly teaches. We only expect our members to do what the Bible expects every 
Christian to do. These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership Covenant.
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THE NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
 MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement 
with New Beginnings Doctrinal statement and teachings, I now feel led by the Holy 
Spirit to unite with the New Beginnings church family. In doing so, I commit myself to 
God and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my church

…by acting in love toward other members

…by refusing to gossip

…by following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of 
our fellowship together.”                                                             Rom. 14:19 (Phillips)
“Have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly with all your 
heart.”                                                                                              1 Peter 1:22 (TEV)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs.”                                           Eph. 4:29

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men 
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be no advantage to you.”                                                      Heb. 13:17

2. I will share the responsibility of my church.

…by praying for its growth

…by inviting the unchurched to attend

…by warmly welcoming those who visit

“To the church…We always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.”
           1 Thess. 1:1-2 (LB)

“The Master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes, and urge 
the people there to come so my house will be full.’”            Luke 14:23 (NCV)

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly 
welcomed you; then God will be glorified.”                                        Rom. 15:7 (LB)

3. I will serve the ministry of my church.

New Beginnings Christian Fellowship 
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…by discovering my gifts and talents

…by being equipped to serve by my pastors

…by developing a servants’ heart

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you.”
1 Peter 4:10 (Phillips)

“God gave…some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”        Eph. 4:11-12

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interest of 
others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who…took on the 
very nature of a servant.”                                                                         Phil. 2:3-4,7

4. I will support the testimony of my church.

…by attending faithfully

…by living a godly life

…by giving regularly

“Let us not give up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.”Heb. 10:25

“Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.”                                                                                            Phil. 1:27 (Phillips)

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of 
money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”

1 Cor. 16:2 (LB)

“A tenth of all your produce…is the Lord’s, and is holy.”               Lev. 27:30 (NCV) 
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NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
 MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE

Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _________________

Address: _________________________________ City: _______________ Zip: _______

Home Phone: _________________________ Work Phone: _______________________

Sex:    M     F       Age: ________      Birthdate: _____________________

Marital Status:          Single         Married          Widowed                 Divorced

Occupation: ________________________ Employer: ____________________________

If you have been active in any other churches in the past, please complete the following:
Years involved         Name of Church             Where              Member?   How involved

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Information on Family Members:
Spouse’s Name: _________________________ Age: ________ Birthdate: ___________

Does your spouse attend NBCF with you? _______   How long married? ____________
Children:
First Name        Last Name             Age    Birthdate          Live w/you?       Attend NBCF?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Have you received Jesus Christ as your Savior? ______  When & Where? ____________
Have you been baptized in water? ______  When & Where? _______________________
Have you completed Church 101? ______  When? _______________________________
Do you desire to abide by the New Beginnings Christian Fellowship Membership 
Covenant? ___________

_____________________________________     ____________________________
Signature Date
WELCOME TO THE NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP FAMILY!!
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